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Context
••Abortion	on	request	up	to	12	weeks
••Limited	access	thereafter

Health	(Regulation	of	Termination	of	Pregnancy)	Act	2018

••Jan	2019:	IFPA	early	abortion	service	established
••Mar	2020:	Telemedicine	abortion	introduced	(Covid-19	pandemic)

Study	situated	in	two	IFPA	clinics	in	Dublin,	Ireland
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How	many	abortions?
Legal	ground Abortions

Risk	to	life/health 9

Emergency 2

Fatal	foetal	anomaly 53

On	request	(<12	weeks) 4513

Total 4577

Source:	Department	of	Health

“approximately	6700”

Source:	Health	Service	Executive

Total																																																																																					???



Do	abortion	numbers	matter?

q Year	4	of	service	delivery

q Relatively	novel	model	of	abortion	care	

“Effective	monitoring	and	evaluation	are	essential	for	measuring	abortion	quality	and	
trends,	as	a	basis	for	policy	dialogue	and	evidence-based	decision-making	to	further	
improve	service	delivery	and	quality”.

WHO	Abortion	care	guideline	(2022)



IFPA	service	activity	dataset

q 758	women
§ 361	in	2020
§ 397	in	2021

q Largest	and	most	detailed	quantitative	dataset	currently	available







Contraception	usage	at	conception















Conclusion

q Next	steps	for	the	IFPA
§ Study	limitations
§ Challenges	re	data	on	outcomes

q Next	steps	for	policymakers
§Overhaul	of	national-level	data	collection	mechanism
§ Less	stigma,	more	data!
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