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Abortion rates are similar, but safety of the 
procedure varies dramatically
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Abortion worldwide

Estimates 2010 - 2014
• 55,7 million/year
• 25,1 million unsafe

• 45% global
• 97% Developing countries
• 76% Latin America

Ganatra,	Lancet 2017
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Colombia: 400.400 abortions/year
39 per 1000 women age 15-44

Complications
132,000/ year

Unsafe abortion 10-65 x 100 
Vs

Safe abortion 2– 5 x 1000

Mortality
70 / year

Unsafe abortion 17 x 100,000 
Vs

Safe abortion 1 x 1,000,000
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Access to abortion 
services in Latin America

Absolute ban:
Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Dominican Republic
Life exception: 
Guatemala, Panamá, Paraguay, Venezuela
Health exception:
Ecuador, Perú, Chile, México, Bolivia, 
Costa Rica
Gestational age limits
Uruguay, Argentina, Colombia, USA
Decriminalization
Canada

https://reproductiverights.org/worldabortionlaws



the	Global	Voice	for	Women’s	Health

§ Constitutional reform “shielded" against abortion
§ the unborn was already regarded as born for all 

purposes.

"... any practice that in any way disrupts the life of 
the fetus will be prohibited and is considered illegal.. 
no law, normative instrument or constitutional reform 
may invalidate this article... can only be modified with 

a 3/4"  congress majority

Honduras: 
total ban



the	Global	Voice	for	Women’s	Health

•

República 
Dominicana: 
Total Ban

• 15 y/o
• 6-week pregnancy + 

leukemia
• Delayed start of 

chemotherapy
• Bleeds to death from 

miscarriage at 16 weeks
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• 10 y/o
• Pregnant with stepfather  
• Mother had reported the abuse
• Pregnancy diagnosed at 20 weeks
• Denied abortion

...	Doctors	said	Thursday	that	"her	life	was	never	at	risk"	during	pregnancy	and	
revealed	that	three	other	12-year-old	girls	hope	to	give	birth	in	the	coming	weeks	
at	this	hospital	where	in	2004	she	gave	birth	to	a	10-year-old	girl	who	conceived	at	
nine	after	being	raped	by	her	step-grandfather.	“She	did	well,"	he	said.	

Paraguay 
Life exception
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Uruguay
Harm reduction
strategy
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Uruguay:  reducción de riesgos y 
daños: iniciativas sanitarias

Uruguay
Gestational Age Limits
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Coyuntura:  extremos

• 30 years 
• National capaign 
• Plularity of voices
• Political climate

Green Tide

Argentina
14 weeks
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Colombia
Decriminalization

24 semanas



the	Global	Voice	for	Women’s	Health

The just cause

● CRIMINALIZATION is ineffective and 
unjust:

● Does not prevent behavior
● Does not protect prenatal life
● It is inequitable
● Abuse of criminal justice
● Violates freedom of conscience and freedom of 

profession.

• Freedom of 
profession

• Argument on 
the impact of 
access to safe 
abortion
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59,493
Safe

abortions

ü 7	 Maternal	
deaths
ü 437		DALYs
ü >300.000	USD

Impacto	Aborto	seguro	
Oriéntame- Colombia		2006-2017

Safe Abortion Impact on Public Health
Oriéntame- Colombia 2006-2017

ü99%	health
exception

ü 66%		MVA
ü 33%	MA
ü0	deaths
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59,493
Safe

abortions

•85%	
• Contraception
uptake

•49%	LARCs

ü16	Maternal	deaths

ü27.000	 new	unwanted
pregnancies

ü10786	 abortions
ü1150 DALYs

ü48	Infant deaths

Impacto	Aborto	seguro	
Oriéntame- Colombia		2006-2017

Safe Abortion Impact on Public Health
Oriéntame- Colombia 2006-2017
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¿What if every woman and 
girl was granted access?

400.400
Safe

abortions/
year

ü48	maternal	deaths
ü3000 DALYs
ü3	million USD

4
Million in	
12	years

ü576	women	alive
ü 36,000		DALYs
ü >33	billion	USD	
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Barriers? Opportunities!
• Law 

Lack of scientific and evidence-based concepts
• Regulatory

Lack of protocols, restricted  interpretation
• Services

Lack of routes, poor implementation,  low quality
• Knowledge-information

• Community
• Health Care Providers

Non-recognition of women's self-determination
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Iniciativa de FIGO para la Prevención del 
Aborto Inseguro

• FIGO 2007:  Work group for the Prevention of
unsafe abortion (WGPUA). 

• FIGO initiative for the reduction of maternal 
mortality due to unsafe abortion asociada al 
aborto inseguro

• 46 national societies 2007 – 2018

Anibal	Faúndes.	Strategies	for	the	prevention	of	unsafe	abortion
International	Journal	of	Gynaecology and	Obstetrics	2012,	119	Suppl 1:	S68-71

Dra. Dorothy Shaw 

Dr. Anibal
Faúndes
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• 2018:  Safe abortion committee
• ASAP project: Advocating for Safe Abortion Project
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Safe abortion committe

Statements
• Curriculum
• Conscientious
objection
• Barriers

• Abortion:
• Beyond 1st trimester
• Self-management 
• Humanitarian crises
• Quality of medicines
• Contraception
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WHO
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¿What did COVID 19 teach us?
• We do not prioritize women nor girls
• We do not make evidence based decisions
• Abortion is so simple
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Claves
• Map
• Engage 
• Let your medical/expert voice be heard
• Position your self as a reliable source
• Build arguments form

• Ethics 
• Scientific evidence- statistics
• Human Rights
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Fight	against	denouncing	practices	within	clinical	
services

Right	to	
confidentiality
Medical	secrecy

Right	
to	
Information

Right	to	life	
to	health	and	
equality

Right	to	
freedom	of	
conscience

Total	ban Decriminalization

Harm	reduction	strategyBroad	interpretation	and	implementation	of	the	
grounds

Health		Exception

Responsible exercise of conscientious objection,	social	
decriminalization of abortion


